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rx                          THE PORTEOUS KIOT

versy the Scottish judges were examined at the bar of
the House of Lords; and a bill of pains and penalties was
brought in for disqualifying the Provost of Edinburgh
for all magisterial office in Great Britain; inflicting on
him a term of imprisonment; abolishing the Town Guard
of the city j and removing tho gates of the Nether Bow
Port. This stringent bill passed the House of Lords by
a majority of fifty-four to twenty-two. On reaching the
Commons it immediately encountered very rude treat-
ment, The forty-five Scottish members, regarding the
bill as an insult to their nation, wore against it to a man.
The Tories professed to be opposed on principle to all
bills of pains and penalties. Things began to look as if
the bill would be flung out, and all Walpole's tact was
required to prevent a parliamentary disaster. After a
heated conflict the imprisonment of the Provost was
dropped, and so were the clauses for disbanding the Town
Guard and demolishing the town gate. In their stead a
provision was inserted, imposing a fine of two thousand
pounds on the Corporation for tho benefit of Porteous's
widow. The generality of mankind, says Hervey,
looking on these groat transactions in cold blood, were
not a little amused at Parliament spending five months
in declaring that a man should never again be a magis-
trate who had never wished to be one, and in raising
two thousand pounds on the city of Edinburgh, to make
the widow of Captain Portoous with uneonjugal joy bless
the hour in which her husband was hanged.

The course of these affaire contains the beat aniwer
to the charge, made by Maoaulay among others, that
it was the obvioui and pressing duty of a British
statesman to break the power of the Highland chiefs,n in 1717 was anter would never forsakeghofa, pp,
